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SUBJECT: CONTINUING SYRIAN RELUCTANCE TO ATTEND GENEVA 
REELECTED IN PRESS AND TALKS WITH SOVIETS 

1. SYRIAN RELUCTANCE TO ATTEND GENEVA CONFERENCE, 
PUBLICLY STATED BY PRIMIN AYYUBI IN AMMAN RECENTLY, 

WAS SUBJECT OF COLUMN BY STAFF BRIG. MUHAMMAD SHAIR 
FEB. 22 AL-BAATH. ENTITLED "NO GENEVA WITHOUT PLO." 

ARTICLE REFERRED TO DECISION TAKEN DURING PLO EXCOMM 
MEETING IN BEIRUT EEB. 13 TO COORDINATE SYRO-PALESTINIAN 
POSITION POLLOWING U.S. SECURITY COUNCIL VETO. SHAIR 
ASSERTED THAT JOINT PLANNING MUST ACCENTUATE PLEXIBILITY 
IN ORDER TO ACCOUNT POR VARIOUS EVENTUALITIES, AND 
POINTED OUT THAT GENERAL PLAN BETTER THAN NO PLAN AT 
ALL. MENTIONED ISRAELI DA VAR ARTICLE WHICH CLAIMED 
DAMASCUS HAD INPORMED WASHINGTON THAT SYRIA WOULD 
NOT AGREE TO INTERIM SETTLEMENT AND WOULD NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN GENEVA MEPC UNLESS ISRAEL PLEDGED 
WILLINGNESS TO MAKE COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL PROM OCCUPIED 
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TRUE, THEY REPRESENT MINIMUM ARAB DEMANDS AS PRELUDE 
TO COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT", SHAIR STATED. 

2. SOVIET COUNSELOR TOLD CHARGE FEB. 25 THAT EOLLOWING 
PRIMIN AYYUBI'S STATEMENT TO JORDANIAN INTERVIEWER 
IN AMMAN THAT SYRIA WOULD NOT GO TO GENEVA, SOVIETS 
HAD SOUGHT CLARIFICATION FROM SARG AND HAD BEEN 
INFORMED THAT WHAT AYYUBI MEANT WAS THAT SYRIA 
WOULD NOT ATTEND GENEVA CONEERENCE AS CONCEIVED BY 
ISRAEL AND U.S. AFTER U.S. VETO OF JANUARY UNSC 
RESOLUTION AND ITS PRINCIPLES FOR ARRIVING AT JUST 
PEACE. SOVIETS UNDERSTOOD THIS TO MEAN THAT SYRIANS 
WERE NOT REJECTING GENEVA CONFERENCE AS CALLED EOR BY 
USSR BUT WERE ADOPTING WAIT-AND-SEE ATTITUDE. 
PELLETREAU 
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